l8      THE   CONTROLLING   MINDS   OF   ASIA
His later ability to exploit a situation and to ex-
tricate himself from a seemingly impassable morass,
was reflected in other of his early escapades.   When
he was banished to Damascus he precociously decided
that the place did not agree with him, and he
made overtures to a highly-placed officer in Salonika
to secure a transfer.   The request embarrassed the
general, for he was fully aware that Kamal was
non persona grata at court, but he was still further
disturbed when Kamal appeared on his doorstep
with the naive tidings that he had deserted his post
in Damascus,   Kamal was ordered back to duty in
no' uncertain voice, but before he could leave news
came from Constantinople.   Briefly, it was to the
effect that the higher command had been acquainted
with KamaFs defection, and had issued a warrant
for his arrest.   That would have been too much
for the ordinary soldier,  and a problem defying
solution for the average civilian, but Kamal remained
unperturbed.   There was then a certain unpleasant-
ness between the Porte and Whitehall respecting
possession of one of the Red Sea ports,   Kamal
solved the seemingly impossible by proceeding with
all haste to the spot, giving out that he had been
given command of the Turkish forces there, and
so completely mystified a not very well informed
staff in Constantinople that the matter of the warrant
was conveniently forgotten,  and he was  actually
thanked for his services to the State.   Obviously,
such a man was not of the ordinary rut.   He was
destined either for great things  or an appalling
disillusionment.   As it was, good fortune remained